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74 The Old Testament Student. 

2. Condense the material into the briefest possible statement under the leading 
thought of Beginnings of Opposition, e. g. : 

Questions are raised in the course of the work of Jesus about his right (1) to 
forgive sins, (2) to associate with publicans and sinners and (3) to refrain 
from fasting. He answers the first by working a miracle of healing; the 
second, by the declaration that his mission is to call sinners ; the third, by 
showing that fasting is not suited to the spirit of his disciples and would only 
injure their religious life. 

T. The Material Applied. 

Fasting. 1. The spirit and purpose of fasting as a religious exercise. 2. Its rela- 
tion to the Christian life; 1) regarded as foreign to the spirit of Jesus, 
2) allowable and desirable in certain circumstances, 3) the great condition 
which regulates its use (vs. 19,20)— relation to Jesus Christ, 4) limitation 
of its practice, e. g. by health, duty, personal feelings, etc., 5) dangers both 
physical and spiritual in its exercise, 6) its relation to the religious needs 
of the present day. 



STUDY VI.— THE FIRST CONFLICTS. MARK 2:23-3:6. 

Resume. 1. Recall the occasions on which Jesus began to encounter opposition. 2. Mention the 
persons from whom it came. 3. Note the teachings of Jesus which were likely to arouse it. 

I. The Material Analyzed. 

Bead carefully Mk. 2:23-3:6, and be able to make a definite statement concerning 
each of the following points : 

1. Disciples pluck grain in the fields 4. Jesus in the synagogue (ch. 3:1) ; 
on the Sabbath (v. 23) ; 5. Pharisees watch him (v. 2) ; 

2. Pharisees question (v. 24) ; 6. a withered hand healed (vs. 3-6) ; 

3. Jesus replies (vs. 25-28) ; 7. plots against Jesus (v. 6). 

II. The Material Compared. 

1. With 2:23-3:6, cf . Mt. 12 :1-14 ; Lk. 6:1-11. 

2. Observe additional points: 1) explanatory, Mt. 12:1,9,10,13; Lk. 6:1,6-8,11; 2) characteristic, 

Mt. 12:6-7 ; 3) another argument, Mt. 12:11,12. 

3. Keview the order of events in Mk. 2:1-3:6, and note how Matthew follows a different order. 

Cf. Mt. 9:18-11:30. 

in. The Material Explained. 

1. TEXTUAL TOPICS AND QUESTIONS. 

1) V. 23. Ears of corn; (a) either wheat or bar- 4) V. 26. (a) Abiathar; (1) the historical dim- 

ley ; (b) both ripened in April. The culty here; (2) various explanations 

time of the event may have been proposed? 

either just before or just after the (b) Shewbread; cf. Lev. 21:5-9. What 

Passover. reason for supposing this event to 

2) V. 24. Not lawful; (a) the three-fold action have occurred on the Sabbath ? 

of the disciples, cf. Mt. 12:1; Lk. 6:1; (c) Gave to them; what added argu- 

(b) cf . Deut. 23 :25 ; Ex. 16 :25,2B ; 20 :9,10, ment here ? 

and determine what was the offense 5)Ch.3:l.Tfce synagogue; i. e. of Capernaum, 

charged. cf . Mk. 1 :21. 

3) V. 25. What David did; (a) examine the his- 6) V. 2. (a) Watched; a new attitude toward 

tory referred to; (b) wherein lay the Jesus, 

force of this argument ? 
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(b) Accuse; of what crime before and feeling and action, (3) they are them- 

what tribunal (cf . Mt. 26 :B9) ? selves responsible for it. 
7) T. 5. (a) Looked round about; characteristic 8) T. 6. (a) Herodians ; (1) meaning of the 

detail of Mark. name, (2) a party opposed in politics 

(b) The human feelings of Jesus, (1) and doctrine to the Pharisees, 
anger, (2) grief, (3) compassion. (b) Destroy; cf. Ex. 31:15. 

(c) Hardening; (1) a process going on, 
(2) a growing incapacity for right 

2. GENERAL TOPICS. 

1) The Sabbath, (a) Bead Ex. 20:8-11; 31:12-17; 35:3; Num. 15:32-36; Deut. 

5:15, and consider the law of the Sabbath and the ground given there for its 
observance ; (b) gather, from whatever sources accessible, facts as to the 
existence of a Sabbath among other ancient peoples ; (c) learn something of 
the method in which this law was interpreted and applied to social life by 
the Jewish teachers in the time of Jesus ; (d) mark the relation of Jesus to 
this law, (1) superior to it, 2:28, (2) restoring its real purpose and giving 
its true interpretation, 2:27 ; 3:4 (cf. Lk. 14:2-6 ; 13:10-17), (3) making it, in 
certain respects, of none effect for himself and his disciples. 

2) The Miracle. Mk. 3:1-6 (and parallels), (a) Bring the scene in its details 

clearly and vividly before the mind ; (b) the special characteristics of this 
miracle, (1) on the Sabbath, (2) without touch or direct command; (c) evi- 
dence for its reality in (1) the incurable nature of the ailment, (2) the atti- 
tude of the Pharisees before and after the event; (d) its purpose as (1) a 
proof of power, (2) an illustration of his teaching about the Sabbath, (3) a 
manifestation of mercy. 

3) Hostility to Jesus, (a) Compare this attitude and action of the scribes and 

Pharisees with their former relations to Jesus, cf . John 2:18 ; 4:1 ; Mk. 2:6, 
7,16,18; (b) causes for their present hostility (1) in the actions of Jesus (cf. 
John 5:16), (2) in his teachings, (3) in his claims; (c) how far this opposi- 
tion may be regarded as prompted by honest religious motives ; (d) causes 
for the hostility of the Herodians ; (e) significance of their union with the 
Pharisees against Jesus. 

IT. The Material Organized. 

1. Gather the material and classify it under the following heads: 1) persons; 2) 

historical allusions ; 3) miracles ; 4) teachings ; 5) Jesus as man ; 6) habits 
and customs ; 7) institutions. 

2. Condense the material into the smallest possible compass, e. g. : 
1) 8 1. ch. 2:23, On the way through the fields the disciples pluck grain. 

v. 24, Pharisees ask why they do this unlawful thing. 

v. 25, Jesus asks what David did when hungered. 

v. 26, He ate the shewbread and gave to his men. 

v. 27, The Sabbath was made for man. 

v. 28, So that the Son of Man is its lord. 

Jesus, defending his disciples accused of violating the Sabbath law by plucking grain, 
cites the similar action of David, claims the Sabbath for man and asserts his own 
lordship over it. 
1 2. ch. 3:1, Jesus is in a synagogue on the Sabbath with a man whose hand is withered. 

v. 2, They watch to accuse him if he heals it. 

v. 3, Jesus says to him, Stand lorth. 

v. 4, He asks them, Is it lawful to do good, to save life, or its opposite ? They are silent. 

v. 5, Looking at them with anger and grief for their attitude, he bids the man stretch 
forth his hand and it is healed. 
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v. 6, Pharisees consult with Herodians to destroy him. 

Jesus, in a synagogue on the Sabbath before those watching to accuse him of Sabbath- 
breaking, claims the right to do good and then heals a withered hand. At once counsel 
is taken to destroy him. 

2) Let the student now seek to combine into a single condensed statement the 
essential ideas of ?| 1 and 2. 

T. The Material Applied. 

Sabbath Observance. 1. Having ascertained the relation of Jesus to the Sab- 
bath law, seek to determine 1) how far those Christians are right who keep 
the Sabbath in obedience to the literal requirements of the law ; 2) how 
far they are right who regard the Jewish law of the Sabbath as having 
ceased to be binding on Christians. 2. The need of a Sabbath rest both for 
man and beast. 3. The Christian idea of a Sabbath and the spirit of its 
observance. 4. Practical applications of these ideas to 1) different classes 
of people, e. g. working men, children, etc. ; 2) different kinds of occupa- 
tions suitable for the Sabbath. 



STUDY VII.— NEW METHODS. MAEK 3:7-19a. 

Besame. 1. The attitude of Jesus toward the Jewish Sabbath. 2. Practical illustrations of this 
attitude given by Jesus and his disciples. 3. Resulting feelings and action of the Phar- 
isees. 

I. The Material Analyzed. 

Bead carefully Mk. 3:7-19a, and be able to make a definite statement upon each of 
the following points : 

1. Jesus withdraws to the sea ; many 5. Jesus calls his disciples and or- 
follow (vs. 7,8) ; dains twelve; their work (vs. 

2. the attending boat (v. 9) ; [10) ; 13-15) ; 

3. effect of his acts of healing (v. 6. their names (vs. 16-19). 

4. witness of unclean spirits re- 
buked (vs. 11,12); 

II. The Material Compared. 

1. With Mk. 3:7-19 cf. Mt. 12:15-21 ; Lk. 6:12-19. Under the points of the above analysis gather 

all additional material given in these parallel passages. 

2. With Mk. 3:16-19 cf. Mt. 10:2-4 ; Acts 1:18. 

III. The Material Explained. 

1. TEXTUAL TOPICS AND QUESTIONS. 

1) V. 7. Withdrew; (a) Why? Mt. 12:15; (b) 4) V. 9. Lest they throng him; was the pres- 

a permanent retirement from the sure of the crowd unpleasant to 

cities as the main field for his work. Jesus ? 

2) V. 8. (a) Let these countries be located 5) V. 11. Son of God; a clearer testimony 

on the map. than in 1 :24. 

(b) Things he did; Mark emphasizes 6) V. 13. (a) The mountain; where ? 

the doings of Jesus. (b) He himself would; i. e. implying 

3) Vs. 9-12. Observe the many details given in deliberate choice on the part of 

Mark alone. Jesus, cf. John 6:70; 15:16. 



